
Genealogy of a House



A house is a home…

Context
Sources
Genealogy and 
Historic Preservation
“Carl Jaeger Story”



Carl and Amelia Jaeger House

Where do you start?
What is it!?! Figuring 
out house style
Talking to the 
neighbors….be 
careful
Walls can talk…



Textual Sources

City Directories
County Histories
Michigan Gazetteer
House plans kits or 
home catalogs
Newspapers

http://www.hti.umich.edu/m/micounty/
http://clarke.cmich.edu/aladdin/Aladdin.htm






Local History:
Lansing Stebbins Collection



Lansing Stebbins Collection



Lansing Stebbins Collection



Graphic Materials

Sanborn Fire 
Insurance Atlas
Birdseye Views
Plat Books
“Built in America”
Auditor General 
Plats

http://www.loc.gov/
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/habs_haer/index.html
http://www.cis.state.mi.us/platmaps/sr_subs.asp
http://www.cis.state.mi.us/platmaps/sr_subs.asp


















Official Records

Government records:
Register of Deeds
Assessor’s Office 
Building/Code Compliance Dept.
Tax records
City Council Minutes
Rural Property Inventories

https://is.bsasoftware.com/bsa.is/AssessingServices/ServiceAssessingSearch.aspx?i=1&appid=0&unit=115






Rural Property Inventory Card



Sources

National Park Service Preservation Bulletins  www.nps.gov
Library of Congress American Memory Project, www.loc.gov
Built in America, 
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/habs_haer/
Aladdin Homes Collection, Clarke Historical Library, 
http://clarke.cmich.edu/
City of Coldwater, Assessor, 
http://www.coldwater.org/services/clerk.htm
State Auditor General Plats, http://www.michigan.gov/som/0,1607,7-
192-29943_31469_31893-30602--CI,00.html
Michigan County Histories, http://www.hti.umich.edu/m/micounty/
State Archives online search, www.michigan.gov/statearchives
“Answer Online Search”

http://www.nps.gov/
http://www.loc.gov/
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/habs_haer/
http://clarke.cmich.edu/
http://www.coldwater.org/services/clerk.htm
http://www.michigan.gov/som/0,1607,7-192-29943_31469_31893-30602--CI,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/som/0,1607,7-192-29943_31469_31893-30602--CI,00.html
http://www.hti.umich.edu/m/micounty/
http://www.michigan.gov/statearchives


Online Catalog



Barnes Mansion





Thank you

Mark Harvey
State Archives of Michigan
702 W. Kalamazoo St.
Lansing, MI 48915
(517) 373-1408
Archives@mi.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/statearchives

mailto:Archives@mi.gov
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